
   “Helping those in need” 
 

In Grand Rapids, as in many urban communities in our 

nation, there are a great number of people in need.  

 

Those living within the boundaries of Fuller Ave., Hall 

St., Division Ave., and Wealthy St. are faced with a crisis: 

eighty percent of its residents have drug or alcohol 

dependencies, crime rates are nearly that high, most pregnancies are with 

teenage mothers, and there are an alarming number of single parent 

households. 
                                                                                      (Continued on next page) 

  

 

                                                  November     

 

    Monday              Tuesday      Wednesday      Thursday            Friday 

1   Community 

   Dinner 5-6pm   

2     open 

   9am-3pm 

3   open 

   9am-3pm 

4    CLEAR* 

10:30am-1pm 

  open 1-3pm 

       CLEAR 

       6 – 8 pm 

5      open 

   9am-3pm 

12   Community 

   Dinner 5-6pm       

9     open 

   9am-3pm 

10   open 

   9am-3pm 

11   CLEAR 

10:30am-1pm 

  open 1-3pm 

12    open 

   9am-3pm 

15  Community 

   Dinner 5-6pm   

16   open 

   9am-3pm 

17   open 

   9am-3pm 

18   CLEAR 

10:30am-1pm 

  open 1-3pm 

19    open 

   9am-3pm 

22  Community 

   Dinner 5-6pm 

23    open 

   9am-3pm 

24   open 

   9am-3pm 

25   CLEAR 

10:30am-1pm 

  open 1-3pm 

26    open 

   9am-3pm 

29  Community 

   Dinner 5-6pm   

30    open 

   9am-3pm 

   

* CLEAR – Coalition Leadership Education and Leadership 

One can debate the numbers of people in crisis all day long, but the fact is, 

until one listens to the voices of those who are actually living here in the 

community, people won’t have a clue as to what really goes on down here. 

 

Part of our Mission Statement for Bates Place is: “Helping those in need.” 

There definitely is quite a bit of need in this community. The immediate 

needs can be identified as food, shelter, clothing, rent, utilities, employment, 

counseling and safely.  

 

One thing we know for sure: Jesus is and always has been the true answer to 

what humankind needs. In the midst of all we may do to satisfy the physical 

needs, our real job is to point them back to Jesus. 
 

 

                                                 December 
 

   Monday          Tuesday        Wednesday      Thursday          Friday 
 

 

 

 1 2    CLEAR* 

  10:30am-1pm 

  open 1-3pm   

3    open 

   9am-3pm 

6   Community 

   Dinner 5-6pm   

7    open 

 9am-3pm 

8     open 

   9am-3pm 

9     CLEAR 

  10:30am-1pm 

  open 1-3pm 

10    open 

   9am-3pm 

13  Community 

   Dinner 5-6pm   

14    open 

   9am-3pm 

15    open 

   9am-3pm 

16    CLEAR 

  10:30am-1pm 

  open 1-3pm 

Juvenile Forum 

   5:30 – 7:30 pm 

 17     open 

   9am-3pm 

20  Community 

   Dinner 5-6pm   

 

 21    open 

   9am-3pm 

22    open 

   9am-3pm 

23    CLEAR 

  10:30am-1pm 

  open 1-3pm 

24    open 

   9am-3pm 

 

27  Community 

   Dinner 5-6pm   

28     open 

   9am-3pm 

29    open 

   9am-3pm 

30   CLEAR 

  10:30am-1pm 

  open 1-3pm 

31    open 

   9am-3pm 

* CLEAR – Coalition Leadership Education and Leadership 

 

Brian Blakely 

 



 

       Meet J J: Administrative Assistant  

                  at Bates Place                                            
                                                                   

J J  Irons joined the staff at Bates Place in August, 2010 

through a job placement service of AARP. She puts in 20 

hours a week answering the phone, taking messages, 

greeting people, helping clients with paper work, 

updating Face Book and entering data on people who 

attend Monday night suppers and come to our food 

trucks. 

 

J J has served as a manager at KFC and housekeeper at the Michigan State 

Office Building. Serious health problems forced her to retire. After getting 

on top of that she has been able to reenter the work force in a different 

capacity. 

 

She has lived in Grand Rapids for 38 years but still cherishes her 

Mississippi roots. Her Southern style of cooking is an important part of 

their family traditions. She has three daughters and six grandchildren.  

 

Messiah Baptist Church has been her church home for sixteen years. She 

attends a Bible study, is a member of the bereavement committee, bringing 

the traditional fried chicken and baked goods to the grieving, and takes an 

elderly lady shopping, to appointments and church.  

 

The gospel singer Lee Williams is a must-see for J J when he comes to 

Grand Rapids each year for a concert. She also enjoys other gospel music 

and watching TV. 

 

Welcome J J as a part of the Bates Place team. She always wears orange, so 

you can readily recognize her. 

                                                                                         -Judy Huizinga 

 
 

 

Partnering to Build Community 
               
Last summer Bryan Blakely was out in the 

neighborhood when he met Scott Lillie from the 

Catholic Diocese. They began talking about a vision 

God’s Kitchen had of bringing their meals to 

various neighborhoods in Grand Rapids. Brian caught the dream and talked with 

people at our church about using the Fellowship Hall as a meal center. We would 

also be responsible for providing beverages and tableware. This was approved and 

the planning went into full gear. 

 

The first meal was served on July 26. Our door has been open every Monday 

evening since then to serve dinner to whoever walks in. Attendance has ranged from 

58 – 139. Weather seems to be a factor. 

 

Set-up, serving and clean-up is done by volunteers, some from our congregation and 

some from those attending the meals.  

 

Bryan exerts a conscious effort to make this a time for developing community among 

those present. Meals are opened with prayer. Diners are encouraged to share stories 

from their lives, sing or offer words of blessing. Several times political candidates 

have come to speak or pass out their pamphlets.  Representatives from Green Jobs 

and CLEAR have made presentations. 

 

This venue serves a dual purpose. It is an avenue for increasing 

the awareness of the presence of Bates Place in the neighborhood. 

It also is a service we can offer those who come to Bates Place. We 

praise God for enabling us in this. 
                                                                       -Michael Crow 

Bates 
    Chronicles Helping those in need find 

spiritual and practical solutions 


